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[ Abstract | Radiotherapy-induced late effects (RILE) or delayed reactions have significant impacts on patients' long-term
quality of life. However, current understanding of their developmental mechanisms remains limited, with a lack of effective risk
prediction models and preventive interventions. Radiobiological studies and radiation-induced senescence models have revealed
that radiotherapy can alter the epigenetic characteristics in late-responding tissue cells, leading to derepression of retrotransposable
elements (particularly endogenous retroviral elements), subsequent activation of cytoplasmic nucleic acid sensor systems (cGAS-
STING, MDAS5/RIG-I-MAVS) and type I interferon-mediated immune-inflammatory responses. This review summarized relevant
research findings, proposing that the autoimmune-like inflammatory response induced by the 'radiotherapy-epigenetic alteration-
retrotransposable element activation’ cascade is an underinvestigated mechanistic basis in the development of RILE. Constructing
risk prediction models for late effects based on epigenetic signatures, cell type, and radiation dose, along with developing strategies to
epigenetically suppress retrotransposable element expression, holds promise for preventing or mitigating RILE.

[ Key words ] Radiotherapy; Late effect; Late-responding tissues; Retrotransposable elements; Autoimmune inflammation
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(long interspersed nuclear elements, LINE ) Fl%i

WU oetE (short interspersed nuclear elements,
SINE) . LINE (ALINELUAE) JEHFE XA
W — {75 0% BA A 40 L 19 32 306 e A ) i 1 396 7 T T
P, BEHSHRAL I ETT E R T ( RNASS &
 FIORF I p A% 2 9 DI it/ i s S FORF2p )
SINETCHE H i g, 248K/ SINE N Alu,
HERRAIL TR KB, SINERT LU BILINE
SO T AE ' . Snon-LTR-RER[A, LTR-

REJ&SMEE S sk 2 9L 5 DN AJE 1],
LA FR R N A B i sk )7 81 ((endogenous
retrovirus, ERV ) . SE#AYERVIFSIIN A gag .
pro. polfllenv Ll , 73 4 A HE e (1) 98 e 2R
F4L L BB AR, LTRFESI NI
KR (A, HESE) , SRR LA £
JE RN SE R i AR A D)RE, (H7ER SR G 2
FHAIERV (ATHERV-K ) A4 &5 e S T
o B 5, DR E A W TR I e s R RH R e
J1, BENEIE RUTE S AS RN 2H 2% 28 I s 53t 2 SR
( retrovirus-like particles, RVLP ) , 43538 1 4ff
L PR A5 i el B RN AR B o0 o 25 5 ) s
FHRL A 25500
2 HERREETTEE RISV R RER
AEFLRATT 0 A T A T R A2 B AR
M FMIR G . FERCAA Sy, H %
b T3 SR B UTBOIRAS, X T AERE R A 1Y
FeoE M e S e 2 . A SIHLEH A 2
OB, ¥ BN oK i st s K, s
DNAW AL . HE B . 0] 2 WL 42 [
T . piRNA-PIWIS FMHIHLE . NEXTRE &
Y- W NG e 9 . RNAH Z4b . 4
FR NAZIR A, X S AT RE St sl i ) A 4%

T
3 FREEFINENHFLXNENFZIMFR
Fi

RN A 3 2 o o 4 1) 90 ) 5 e SR Ay
SRR M R B PR EEN R T Wi
JAE 7 491 ] s i il ssRNA . dsRNA I B 2 55 ik
cDNA R B, Whami i N = e, i
38 o 40 i 5 N RN AR 5 5% 330 1% FIDN AR 5
ek 1 AT PR AT A [ e SO B8
NF-kBf5 5 % 4 A 3 1 S E 5 5 5 ZBP 14
FHNZ T AG T R, WMELASIN Gk
B PERREEPERAE RN &0 A, BB R I
TGP ERV AT LLEH I th A s it se e
BRI . Tbk B A0 = 5 00 0 1 e
@% [10-11] .

3.1 HFRE

Liu%s R R I 5 0 2 U R IE 5 g
FIDNA H E Ak /K EFITH3IK 9me3 K YRR, 2
20% 1 JT/FE s A, AP ERV I E i i
o MR R IL, AR L0 A% R o A 1
T, BTN RGaRE, RS EA
LaminB1, LaminB2{kt= 7] Get 0] el T ERV
JUIE 24 A48 N cGASTE S35, sk T



810

BEE, T WRETHRSNERSRRN PERARESES

P2 TCHRAE SN AR . 7R R R 40 i
TR B, T A TR S R A e DR R L A
AF (s v 2H 2 T H3K 9me 30 /b Fl% st %
PEZ R FIH3K36me33G N ), BE R4 PN i B st
R TCIE ( NIRPE RC W EEHERVK ) & AETE
b, %540 P dsRNAFT (8% ) dsDNA, ik
M5 SR L AL Sy e 9, 1 L HERV
B R 2R TR BE S AE MR M R e 3R
.,
32 HRHEEE

Min%E 1R R G ML RO B TR A f T
TR, BINETE A Y A P HERV
dsRNA 5L 55 DL K RIG-I/MDAS/IRF7T T & G5
B R TR AL, PERHERV 5 KA AT HE
S MBS T AE RO LR . A g L
N, ERIEMIEW E AR, BENET
AH A X IR SETDB 1 63k g 35 F# AL, SE(ERV RNA
SO AT N SR & A, dEimTE st ZBP1-
RIP3-MLK LA 5| %+ 40 ISR 5E FN 522 (1) 48 E 43
Yo WHSHERCT RIS ' BR, H3K9me3
B R FERV 5 il AR O T Ab i B Zhn i 2
— o TEREPERTGROPETE T R R, A S
/N b B AN ERV S 5 5k, G ZBP LA 31
87 NI 2] R e o 87N 7 L W a1 i ]
U IE A A, IR AR
33 FFeYie

Zuiiige Y BoR, TELF YL B fE A
W R IT Y S T . TERE R R X
PN AT LU 3 5 i ATu e R 34, Wkl
JERAEVERUR KRR RN U RE, e
R R AL B 3 A 4t G 0 2 LINE- T3 PR
FALKFRRAE L TR B I REAR A R FH
INE AN TP AS T FHERVK 283k Fi, 83 RIG-T
FISTINGA5 7 % 538 AR F B E 20 5 £ 4 ik
(g D200 nik AR B R R I PR T 4
ez —, Bige Y o, AR ERAE A
IMID2B % AL A 35 1, P 5 HE 240 i PN 5 2
RIEAFCILN (Fasn., Srebpl. Pparg) JAshTIX
HEFMH LA (H3K9me2 FIH3K9me3 ) , F&AG
HIL SR, NITTBHI £F AL i & bR . e
T A, bR JE B AT LAIE o 8 5 SR st 14 1
BIEPAAALTER, X—HLH e E AL B
UL AU A YAk 78 b RS FH AR AT
4 T RHEFHETEFREINFINHRER

LGB AN, T T BDNARESS T
A8, DRI AT BER I 3 R AR = . R

WERMER, BUTYEATDNATS RS iSX
B HE R R TR IX, i L —F AR 2
SMFE TP, Rl T RU AL P A A
WF5E 2SS, ARSI 4R 22418 5 /1N B
HHRB S AN H C TR i B SR TR AR UK . B A A TR
WP E AR K, o JAE Te A B e A 4 3 A
TR A R, AR T Bl
W% JRE T 6 R B BT , B 22 o 0
R, BT BB 1 5 ) S5 AL A B U 1 1T 5
AN R Al R E v L AR SR SR, H
Hh R JRE T A S R8T e EE L E g Z A v ]
BT,

4.1 ST BT F e R VLI A A4 AR TR 15 A B LA
o % e A )

] B 559 7 4 22 51 23 7E 200 74F (9 2 45 v B
B 5 15 | A P 3 PR 2L AN R A 5 L3 R0 U oy
R SRR R R 2, T
L35 £ 2 A0 7 A S A G Hh B R M L 3R
L 358 1% ol A 1) T R S AL 5 T 3 M RN AT st A
P24 AT L A R TR e 5 s
W35t 15 S FLA E AR, I W) R 7R 5
FEIRAL e A= U R R BR R, U T I 2R
WL Al DITE AR N 150, RIS i R WL st 1%
TRk FARRI 2 6 = B i 3 Tak v O 0 ey )5 S )
R B & AR T SRR PR RS . X TR
Je T 0 FURE BB A 0 R IR AT e 4 e 2
ST B T 0T S B0 F AR 5 0 R
SR FERPEA Y0 205 FRATEET RS
I PRAEEAS I PP B 21 7 1 55 oo o i, BRA ik
Y7 W T T (SINE, Alu. ERVK
G MR,

4.1.1 TR MIDNAH I LK

7 ] AR B4R B DNARY B ALK, 3%
YT R A A A S T (2, %o B Ak ) 4
BT ELA VR R TR0 A AN AR S R A, s o
WEEPE T DNMT/R EZ I DNA W JELREE, 78
RNEHA 28 H NDNMTHY A TEAE 2 5,
SETENFNE . BFAE. ULA. IR AR U DNMT
FFIRAEH AL, TERFIRREE [ RZ X S 2 2141
J %) E R R Ak, BRI 2 0T I 0 25 34k
KRBT AER; . EF X U (TK6 ) FKHian
Wi Z (WTK1) #47098F5¢ 2% WoR, k2 Gy
HE S BE S 55 35 A WTK 1 N DNMTHER (1) H L4,
KAF B et A, sk dridR, WTK1
IWDNMT 15k 3 3240 . DNMTHP i sk i B 7E
i FIJHLINE-133k, {HH X SINEsAY AT M4



(¥ @EER L) 2025443554581

811

N, JEEE S A E AW B R, AT
BE -5 SINEs 3 [ HI S AL A7 S A BRA 56 207
— T T S AR 2R G E g 0 R, oh e
AR FIDNMTHIHIF (5-AZA ) FIHDACHH] 5]
(SB939 ) REMG S T oK 1 BE/ Btk i S A 1R (0 151
( TINAT ) , FERWG B, Hid80% TINAT
ST/ P S, JLULTRE Fioh 3% .
PERAEFEPEICAFPLTR (ERHJELTR12/HERV-9 )
LA B AL 25 o g fgek

AWESE T B, AR IR O BB O K
B BRET AR AR ipa] LS I 21 DN A FF 540 7K P 1
Ak, FEBRKRHIR (45 Gy ) PRSI BRIk
LR, 25 5 F LA Xk 2 LA h e S [
X3, N&F . A7 R B, BRkcE
e (2 Gy ) HRSFAl LT mpt, ] LIRS
DNA % AL Wit (4 bR il Shme W& 7E 5 2+ 5
CpGR b =R w4, HARCIEREN R HERRraehy
/LRI < ¥ 0| AR LA TS Ny Eh d - E A 14
B ik rp 22 53 K DN A F BLEL RS BEDNMT 1/
FLIRIR O I B IR T AR AL A T R 2
4.12 UYL P

T )RR AT LS ) 26 2R 1 AY 3R 0 % A% 18
M, P DU S/ & SR ( WTH3K4Me |
H3K9Me3 . H3K27Me3 ) FZ B4k (10
H4K16ac ) S0 R W2 . HEAMH I KX
B ZFh BB 5rF, G HEZEH3K4Me3 X
H 5k i K DMSBFIH3K9 H S: 4L i SETDB1 ., 5
DNMTAHi{l, KDMS5SBHISETDBI1E 3% 1 i 52
HAN FEF LK. EZH2A S HIH3K27TMe3 &
Y FpYL o (A S Y 0 ORI JE A o) ) B 22
AR AW L B T BoR, U7 REMS (L
EZH2 8 [ il AR R i, dE T PR AIRH3 K 271
HIEARIKOF- 40 B DN ABE W 5445 47
T ARV S A%/ IMAZ B 1 ) R A R ast 22 1
MRS, SRR E DNA XIS A A 32830 1l stk
.

AR Y BoR, AE I H AL SDNA
Ak Z [ A7 A 1E ] B AE . AH AR 2F F0 0 5 ) ¢
2, [RGB R A T BR B HOIR S
T S I DNA 2 A v IR 2 8 A i 2
Sk (Fiomtfe ) , R @, 5T
JEATTER B BRL P Bk ) L
4.2 K7 BT L0 0L T 2 R) A4 Bk 15 4 R U4
&k
421 BTN S T R R

RS BOBOT A S AN W T B, 1T

RE AL (245 DN A b 2505 5 5% Sl i . 2k
RLRDRE e BEPR (e i P g v S e
SREEA ) TEARAE . WBBEHEUH B (sublethal
damage ) " SANMUE A R RRA, TEMG N
ZHLR AT PN B g UL, DRIl AR TECP T RER B P £
WA S5 20 28 %) 240 L B ) TR B R, R
B RS TE AN N BT ) Bl A A
B, AHAMATET & i 2 R AN AR R A5
IR BB AR, DTITAR I 1 TR e
SV A R BER A5

HMIFEE (cellular senescence ) RJ 1 h—14~
A0 e sy R P A, AR 2 e 1
BELAE AR TR EERAE L AR
TEHABEE AR (ke AE ) dfrhz
KEE, HASEAPEEMERTYE, s
R AR A A IR S EOE W DIRE s ek
Y ENIANTR], A IE B AS R B 412
MM, R TR N RS AT
H HT AN AAE R A EE, SEEH AR E 2
R, ThRgsmefl, XU 2 H S e 5 i
ST W00 S 0y P LA AR A, DRI L
TETRST W R, R A TP A E I R 20, 840
E@ﬁﬁﬁ%‘ﬁg%/ﬂ;ﬂm?ﬁ% ( p16INK4A R p21WAF”C[P]J:
¥, CDK4/6-cyclin D, CDK2-cyclin EZHll ) ,
ARG BR, R 5 2 A DG B- 2 2L
fitf ( SA-B-gal ) £ nUHG hin AN ST Y 58 22 5 A 3
# (' senescence-associated secretory phenotype,
SASP) , SASPEAfER . feldT-Ffes4ifbhy
YERT, J2 5 3 2 AH S8 P 48 i B4 10 ) 3 22 5t
L D (2%~3% ) FEEANIE RN ZE414
RERATE SO S 27 P N 1 P
BN, B R L R SUSBRT G AN 5
MRS, 20 h20%~30% Rk T
5%, PRI LI T AAL T SBRT X IE B ZH 445
LN Y &

TER R AE ML e DFFE b B, il e 5
V) JILET 2 A R I 9 R A LR G/ MU A
BEA, BHAS T 2B SR iz fk ) R
I O TE ZH Z N S B A S A E R 2 AR = TR 9 28
HAEF . BF9E 0 R, SRRk M T R A
JL, A e R R A G PR AR T oK
SO, REMSINEE B RS S R ET 4R AL
422 FERAMINWEL TR B

T 7 28 A0 %) 40 5 v ) A% IR K P 3 1
I, 33K 5 A0 5 N A TR A ik T e A IR A 3
ZHK., WA, TEEZ M N ZRR N )



812

BEE, T WRETHRSNERSRRN PERARESES

TREX 1A TR, TREXE AT i 20 i 5t 4
DNAIVEH, TREX1 K- FEAR S 25020 o o 9 %
BRER T SR L AN R
— HEHELOBALEESIRTOREE A KAP A
HP Lo B, 1T 25 5 e 6 mepR 2 A il 55
WSk (HAEEEANEN, SIRTOFE AL,
i DA SZ 3 A S R A TR ARG S, R
S SN ) 35 DR 2 PN 38 2 00 A 10 305 7 e
Jelt, SECANMEA IR IR Y L A
ERR | N~ 1) I BUIR 2 P (R
WAk, JEE AR E R, WM T “8
L RO - IR ) R B
PERT L, RS8R R IR O T SR 5 30 ot
PRI AR IR 56 22 A B T4 X507 e A B nvz pL
A ER R, (HECHT AR AT 4
5 MITBREMNBEERERESAREE

ARFFE Y R, O R SRR ] LU
H B tgm, A SR ERRAR R . B
fRge. B, WhHEASZMEEEX, U
PRS0 A B e Z T, DNAR A N 2A
KW, KW e e - 28 (FRRJEIL- 18/
IFN-y ) SEWAMEIET- 55, HRZ A F ek
PR, T LA I 396 2 O S R TR AL RN S
S a AR Biil i €A 1 11 F R =R s Biif
F RSB B T (WNcGASE{STING ) RE %I
BTy A B e Mg 5 R A SE 1Y) 7™ SR A
Mg ) A SPUAKT; g % -Rr8L DN A
P05 -DNAF A3 [0 25 57 55 - e e R SR TG A A4 B 11 S5
BRI FEB RIS 2R A B e M 1) 5 ZEHLHI
Z— " N B AER, O RN S B
G PEBALE LA, T ELAE I PR 5 9 B
SRR L, A ZIEWAATEE SRS,
TR (BAFLZEI ) |, nT g AN AT 45
i, bR, ALVEESES, AL R
ZHE

T, FRATXHOT S 0 S R Bl E R
S5 7 4 — BT LB, RO 75 5 A
S E TR AR A A8 M B B TR 58 0E B N
( autoimmune inflammation-like reaction ) RJ g3
SWB 5 T MY SN ) kA R R R AR
DIAIAE P LANAR . B AnAt . N A i Fn s
YA ) VE RN, BUTIENIBRHEE, 5%
ST SN Kt T TN DR 2 S LB AL
P T B AR 305 5 JE T 3 91 R il
G AR RS, IR T AR T P A TR
2% (cGAS-STINGH{RIG-1/MDAS5HZBP-1

&) MRS S5 S, SRR RE R
N, HEE SR R B e MR v A B e e
LA b A P A JR R A E AN e i L R o B B
RN (E1) o HEMSAVF 2 i o 2R i )
R, A5 L 2R S RO AT AR S ) e
Ak, S AT 5 LINE/SINE/HERV
PIFRIABI (HERVAPZE | B a5 07 50 4 4 ¢
FR) o Ak, LG YT I SR L T
FEIRBAE N F AL 2= AR, ST R RN (1) &
Az PRSI ARY | A St e JRU G 4 R R 30 o L i) 28 WL 35k
AL RS R TT A 335, KA B T 1B
SRR O R RN

RT

v Y

Epigenetic changes
- (eg. histone/DNA |«
methylation)

Cellular senescence

v

ERV/LINE/SINE
reactivation

v v v

Y

Cytoplasmic
cDNA dsRNA

| { {

Cytoplasmic RVLP !

cGAS-STING RIGI/MDAS/MAVS

——

TBK1

ey

NF-«B INF-1a
pathway

pathway

| late radiation effects |

B SEETAENSEEA S REERT IR R MR EE
Fig.1 The simplified conceptual diagram of radiation-induced
reactivation of retrotransposable elements contributing to
autoimmune inflammation-like late effects of radiotherapy

Multiple downstream pathways may be involved including interferon
and senescence-related signaling cascades as listed herein. RT:
Radiotherapy; RVLP: Retrovirus-like particles; SASP: Senescence-
associated secretory phenotype.
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